[Diagnosis and differential diagnosis in multiple sclerosis].
The diagnosis of multiple sclerosis (MS) relies on the occurrence of characteristic symptoms, on the patient's history and on the correct interpretation of nowadays very sensitive but not very specific auxillary examinations. This paper reviews the diagnostic criteria and typical signs and symptoms of the disease. The significance of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) analysis, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and evoked potentials is discussed, with emphasis on their predictive value concerning the development of MS after a first episode with symptoms suggestive of MS. A wide range of other diseases mimicking MS, like infectious, autoimmune, granulomatous, metabolic and hereditary diseases is reviewed. A checklist for important points in patient history and further investigations is proposed.